Galapagos National Park Rules
Please help preserve the special nature of this environment by following these simple rules:
1. Please be careful not to transport any live material to the islands, or from island to island (insects,
seed, soil). The introduction of foreign species in an ecosystem can alter its delicate balance forever.
You cannot bring pets to the islands.
2. No plants, rocks, animals or their remains, such as bones, pieces of wood, corals, shells, or other
natural objects should be removed or disturbed. You may damage the islands ecological conditions.
3. Animals should not be touched or handled. A sea lion pup will be abandoned by its mother, for
example, if she smells the scent of a human on her young. The same applies to chicks of birds.
Maintain at least 7 feet/2 metres between you and the wildlife. Turn the flash of your camera OFF
when photographing birds and animals.
4. Animals should not be fed. It may alter their life cycle, their social structure and affect their
reproduction.
5. Do not disturb or pursue any animal (marine or terrestrial) from its resting or nesting spot. Next
time, it won’t allow humans so close or will move away from the trail.
6. All groups that visit the National Park must be accompanies by a qualified guide approved by the
National Park. The visitor must follow the trails, marked with small black-and-white posts, and never
leave it.
7. Follow the guide; stay with him/her for information and advice. He or she is responsible for you
and may be fined or even lose his licence if you do not follow the rules. If the guide behaves badly or
does not follow the rules himself, report him or her to the Hotel or the National Park.
8. Litter of all types must be kept off the islands and out of the sea – it can endanger life in and out
of the water - please hold onto any rubbish you have and dispose of it on the boat or at the Hotel.
9. Do not smoke during island visits and do not discard used cigarettes anywhere. Do not shout, run
or make abrupt movements, it may scare the wildlife. No telephones on land visits please.
10. Do not paint names or graffiti on rocks in any way. It is against the law and you will be fined.
11. To camp, you need a permit from the National Park Service (Santa Cruz, San Cristóbal, Isabela).
Do not make open fires, but use a gas stove.
12. Do not hesitate to show your conservationist attitude. Explain these rules to others and help to
enforce them.
The Galápagos National Park and the Royal Palm Hotel thank you for respecting these rules. Enjoy
your visit!
For further information, please visit
www.galapagos.org/travel/park-rules/
www.savegalapagos.org/
www.galapagospark.org/

